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Weapons Industry Dumps Republicans, Backs

Hillary

By Leonard Doyle, Independent UK. Posted October 31, 2007.

The U.S. arms industry has all but abandoned its traditional allies in
the Republican party and is putting their money on Hillary Clinton.

The U.S. arms industry is backing Hillary Clinton for President and
has all but abandoned its traditional allies in the Republican party.
Mrs Clinton has also emerged as Wall Street's favourite.
Investment bankers have opened their wallets in unprecedented
numbers for the New York senator over the past three months and,
in the process, dumped their earlier favourite, Barack Obama.

Mrs. Clinton's wooing of the defence industry is all the more
remarkable given the frosty relations between Bill Clinton and the
military during his presidency. An analysis of campaign
contributions shows senior defence industry employees are pouring
money into her war chest in the belief that their generosity will be
repaid many times over with future defence contracts.

Employees of the top five U.S. arms manufacturers -- Lockheed
Martin, Boeing, Northrop-Grumman, General Dynamics and
Raytheon -- gave Democratic presidential candidates $103,900,
with only $86,800 going to the Republicans. "The contributions
clearly suggest the arms industry has reached the conclusion that
Democratic prospects for 2008 are very good indeed," said Thomas
Edsall, an academic at Columbia University in New York.

Republican administrations are by tradition much stronger
supporters of U.S. armaments programmes and Pentagon spending
plans than Democratic governments. Relations between the arms
industry and Bill Clinton soured when he slimmed down the military
after the end of the Cold War. His wife, however, has been careful
not to make the same mistake.

After her election to the Senate, she became the first New York
senator on the armed services committee, where she revealed her
hawkish tendencies by supporting the invasion of Iraq. Although she
now favours a withdrawal of U.S. troops, her position on Iran is
among the most warlike of all the candidates -- Democrat or
Republican.

This week, she said that, if elected president, she would not rule
out military strikes to destroy Tehran's nuclear weapons facilities.
While on the armed services committee, Mrs. Clinton has
befriended key generals and has won the endorsement of General
Wesley Clarke, who ran Nato's war in Kosovo. A former presidential
candidate himself, he is spoken of as a potential vice-presidential
running mate.

Mrs. Clinton has been a regular visitor to Iraq and Afghanistan and
is careful to focus her criticisms of the Iraq war on President Bush,
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rather than the military. The arms industry has

duly taken note. Advertisement

So far, Mrs. Clinton has received $52,600 in
contributions from individual arms industry
employees. That is more than half the sum given to
all Democrats and 60 percent of the total going to
Republican candidates. Election fundraising laws
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but contributions are often "bundled" to obtain

influence over a candidate.

The arms industry has even deserted the biggest | |

supporter of the Iraq war, Senator John McCain, New School of Graduate and

Professional Studies
OnlineNEC.com

England
College

who is also a member of the armed services
committee and a decorated Vietham War veteran.
He has been only $19,200. Weapons-makers are
equally unimpressed by the former New York mayor
Rudolph Giuliani. Despite a campaign built largely around the need
for an aggressive U.S. military and a determination to stay the
course in Iraq, he is behind Mrs Clinton in the affections of arms
executives. Mr. Giuliani may be suffering because of his strong
association with the failed policies of President Bush and the fact he
is he is known as a social liberal.

Mrs. Clinton's closest competitor in raising cash from the arms
industry is the former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, who
raised just $32,000.

"Arms industry profits are so heavily dependent on government
contracts that companies in this field want to be sure they do not
have hostile relations with the White House," added Mr Edsall.

The industry's strong support for Mrs. Clinton indicates that she is
their firm favourite to win the Democratic nomination in the spring
and the presidential election in November 2008. In the last
presidential race, George Bush raised more than $800,000 -- twice
the sum collected by his Democratic rival John Kerry.

Mr. Edsall's analysis of the figures reveals that, over the past 10
years, the defence industry has favoured Republicans over
Democrats by a 3-2 margin, making Mrs. Clinton's position even
more remarkable.

(g DiggThis Story

See more stories tagged with: clinton, hillary clinton, arms
manufacturers, defense, fundraising

Liked this story? Get top stories in your inbox each week from
AlterNet! Sign up now »

Story Tools: [E EMAIL & PRINT ©° COMMENT NOW

AlterNet Home »

E-mail address

[ZIP/Postal ¢| [SIGNUP

Advertisement

Hvdrochloride - Specializina in the manufacture of

Page 2 of 4

11130/07 2:07 PM


http://web.blogads.com/advertise_here?id=c1e4228484f58d1b30458797e2d38c2d
http://www.alternet.org/module/ads/?id=110
http://st.blogads.com/213052711/781491232/click?d=http%3A%2F%2Fcarryabigsticker.com%2F
http://st.blogads.com/213052711/781491232/click?d=http%3A%2F%2Fcarryabigsticker.com
http://st.blogads.com/192680252/147883215/click?d=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fproduct%2F0615135536%3Fie%3DUTF8%26tag%3Dalternorg-20%26linkCode%3Das2%26camp%3D1789%26creative%3D9325%26creativeASIN%3D0615135536
http://st.blogads.com/192680252/147883215/click?d=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fgp%2Fproduct%2F0615135536%3Fie%3DUTF8%26tag%3Dalternorg-20%26linkCode%3Das2%26camp%3D1789%26creative%3D9325%26creativeASIN%3D0615135536
http://st.blogads.com/88928157/806884462/click?d=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zamashop.com
http://st.blogads.com/88928157/806884462/click?d=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zamashop.com
http://st.blogads.com/88928157/806884462/click?d=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zamashop.com
http://www.alternet.org/
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BsWIhqGlQR4zKNI7EqgPD-PD4AsGWiDQAAAAQASDt4coDOABQ2srxsgRYhZ27igRgyY6Ii7yksBmqAQoxNzEzMjkzNjA5sgEQd3d3LmFsdGVybmV0Lm9yZ7oBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQPaASRodHRwOi8vd3d3LmFsdGVybmV0Lm9yZy9zdG9yeS82NTg2OS_gAQKYAtAPwAIC4AIB6gIbYWx0X3N0b3J5X2J0Zl9yaWdodF8zMDB4MjUw-AL00R6IAwGQA4BQmAOAUKgDAQ&num=0&adurl=http://www.mapp.onlinenec.com/aln4&client=ca-pub-2202292528164382
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BDmSzqWlQR7uIBKiMqQO1luiVBZ2c1Ta5xvGBBcHS-eIFABABGAEg7eHKAzgAUJORr4wGYMmOiIu8pLAZqgEKNTU2NTUzODQ5NLIBEHd3dy5hbHRlcm5ldC5vcme6AQk0Njh4NjBfYXPIAQHaASRodHRwOi8vd3d3LmFsdGVybmV0Lm9yZy9zdG9yeS82NTg2OS_gAQOAAgGYAt4MqQLl2UG_SyiCPsACAcgCtYq6A-ACAeoCHmFsdF9zdG9yeV9idGZfbG93Y2VudGVyXzQ2OHg2MJADgFCYA4BQqAMB6AOOA-gDjAPoA_EG9QMAAAIA&num=1&adurl=http://www.yanshan-chem.com/english/product.htm&client=ca-pub-2202292528164382
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.alternet.org/story/65869&title=Weapons%20Industry%20Dumps%20Republicans,%20Backs%20Hillary&topic=politics
http://www.alternet.org/tags/arms%20manufacturers/
http://www.alternet.org/tags/fundraising/
http://www.alternet.org/tags/defense/
http://www.alternet.org/tags/hillary%20clinton/
http://www.alternet.org/tags/clinton/
http://www.alternet.org/newsletter/subscribe/?group=
http://www.alternet.org/module/email/?storyID=65869
http://www.alternet.org/module/printversion/65869
http://www.alternet.org/story/65869/#comments

AlterNet: Weapons Industry Dumps Republicans, Backs Hillary 11]30/07 2:07 PM

Comments closed.

The comments for this story have been closed. Thank you to everyone who View: |' Threaded :!
participated.

TO VOTE

rockthevote.com

Advertisement

AlterNet
Recommends:

I Am America (A...
Stephen Col...
$16.19

The Terror Dream...
Susan Falud...
$17.16

Who Sings the N...

Judith Butler...
§

$13.57
Cracking the Cod...
g Thom Hartm...
R M s16.47

The End of Ameri...
\ Naomi Wolf ...
$8.37

I: Get Widget :I Privacy

Your turn

Support AlterNet

Do you value the information
you're getting from AlterNet?
Please show your support with a
tax-deductible donation.

Feedback
Tell us how we're doing.

Search:

()

Home Top Stories Columnists Video Blogs Discuss RSS/XML About Search Donate Contact Us  Advertise

http://www.alternet.org/story/65869/ Page 3 of 4


http://www.rockthevote.com/indexNoPop.html
https://www.alternet.org/donate/
http://www.alternet.org/feedback.html
http://www.alternet.org/search_advanced.php
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0446580503?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0446580503?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0805086927?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0805086927?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1905422571?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1905422571?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1576754588?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1576754588?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1933392797?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1933392797?&camp=212361&creative=380733&linkCode=wey&tag=alternorg-20
http://www.alternet.org/story/65869/?hidecomments=on
http://www.alternet.org/feedback.html
http://www.alternet.org/columnists/
http://www.alternet.org/
http://www.alternet.org/webfeeds/
http://www.alternet.org/topstories/
http://www.alternet.org/advertise/
http://www.alternet.org/blogs/
http://www.alternet.org/search/
http://www.alternet.org/feedback/
http://www.alternet.org/about/
http://www.alternet.org/donate/
http://www.alternet.org/discuss/
http://www.alternet.org/video/

AlterNet: Weapons Industry Dumps Republicans, Backs Hillary 11|30|07 2:07 PM

Reproduction of material from any AlterNet pages without written permission is strictly prohibited.
© 2007 Independent Media Institute. All rights reserved.

http://www.alternet.org/story/65869/ Page 4 of 4



